THE  MODERN ESSAYIST

they are able to bring immediately to bear upon
them. And their art is to secure the effect of
completeness and shape whilst working in this
very difficult medium.

Snatches from many of these essays come into
mind as I write. I think of Mr. Chesterton on
Cheeses, beginning with

Stilton thou shouldst be living at this hour,
And so thou art!

and I remember his unique performances with the
short spontaneous essay, prodigies of grotesque
argument, brief summaries of perennial truths,
splendid rhetorical snatches about dark figures
against gorgeous sunsets and trumpets sounding
at the dawn. Mr. Belloc " On Picking up Moor-
ings " and " The Onion-Eater " I remember, and a
passage, exquisitely musical, from an exequy on a
dead lady. He differs from the others : his best
achievements are brief satirical anecdotes bearing
on the defects of our civilisation, and pages about
recollected travel and things long past, and
solemn meditations over the efforts and the
transience of men. To Mr. Lucas the short essay
has been principally an outlet for the Wanderer's
reflections in Vanity Fair, which he likes, and the
odd encounters of a booklover in the by-ways of
literature. All these men of genius have done
fine things with the little essay, though they have
also, at times, written mechanically and wearily :
and the best of each is very personal to himself,
Mr. Lynd is again very distinct; and he manages,
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